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Secretary's Repor t.  
 

   I f you have yet not paid your fees for the year 2007/2008, which were due on the 1st Decem-
ber 2006, you are now UNFINANCIAL; consequently you are no longer insured and you can-
not run your loco on SLSV tracks. The renewal notice was included in the last BWN. 
 
   The February Gathering on Friday 16th is our AGM.  Nomination forms for committee positions 
are available from the Secretary. Please attend the meeting and support YOUR CLUB. At the time 
of writing we do have just suff icient nominations for all positions but you can still be nominated; it 
just means we will have an election! 
   I have received a Convention Update from the Penfield Model Engineers Society. It contains de-
tails of the hard work that they have put in to make the Convention a success. A reminder was in-
cluded that “No animals will be allowed except for GUIDE DOGS and ducks” . 
   “Gauges of Yesteryear” is the theme for our "Kindred Society Day " in May 2007. So dig out all 
those forgotten models from under the bench!  
                                                                                                                                  Graham Plaskett. 

President’s Repor t 
   Well , another year has come and gone and I must say that your Committee has worked very hard 
for you over the last year. As President, I'm very proud to be associated with the club and those 
dedicated hard workers that give so much to help out as required.  
   We recently asked for more assistance on the public running days and club members have 
stepped up and really helped share the load on these long and sometimes tiring days. Thank you all 
and I hope that you enjoy these days as much as I. 
   This year we also tried a couple of club running days on public holidays for members and their 
famili es/friends. The first was held on Cup Day last year. That went over very well , but paled into 
insignificance with the recent Australia Day. I stand to be corrected but I think that there were 
about 40 people and at least 12 locos, including two new partiall y-built locos that also look to be 
coming along really well . All who came enjoyed these days immensely. With those two occasions 
being so well attended I wonder why our regular club days are not more popular? 
   The next club night will be our Annual General Meeting with elections for office bearers. I am 
running again for a second year. Those of you who feel they would like to have a go please put in 
your nomination. 
   I recently wrote up a list of work to be done at the club and, by memory, there were about 15 jobs 
on the list. And these were only the ones that had been ratified by the committee to be done. Most 
of them are quite large; such as the rebuild of the elevated track, to name just one. I will place this 
list on the board in the clubroom, and the appropriate sub-convenors, so you may pick what takes 
your fancy, get in to it and help out.  
   Like a lot of clubs we also have the problem of aging club members that can no longer do all the 
physical work around the club. But, what they can do, and are very will ing to help with, is to hand 
on their extensive experience in the upkeep of the track, trucks and the club assets in general.  
We need the younger members to take on the hard work and gain their own experience for the 
club’s continuing future. So, if you have the time, come down and play with the track, etc. 
  
   See you down at the club any, and every, Sunday.                                                  Graeme Fedley. 
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Lines From Other Lines 
   The MELSA newsletter, which comes from Maryborough in Queensland, gives us a rundown of 
their 30th Anniversary Celebrations complete with many photos, including one of our ex-member 
Colin Booth who moved up there some while ago. 
   From the Adelaide Miniature Steam Railway Society we have the usual extensive photo line-up, 
well worth a look, plus an exploded drawing of a Proposed Boiler for the Coffee Pot. 
   Also from Adelaide in the SASMEE Bulletin can be found another good photo collection with 
their club news. 
   ªOn Trackº, from Box Hill, has lots of interest as usual – Toxic Substances, referring to the re-
moval of lead, The Darwin to Melbourne Rail, Canals in Britain, Steam on London’s Underground 
and much more. 
   ªThe Micrometerº , from Auckland NZ mentions a Steam & Vintage Festival to be held at the 
Kenbrook Vintage Railway on 9/10/11th February. Unfortunately, not much notice. 
   Across the ocean to the British Columbia Society where they have snow this time of year, as seen 
in their photos, which reminded me of Christmas Day here in 2006 when the front lawn was cov-
ered with a white blanket of hail. Well , it looked like snow for a short while, anyway! 
   Next stop is the Guildford Model Engineering Society where, amongst many goodies, we find out 
that So Balsa is a Hardwood, also A Visit to the Falkirk Wheel. You may remember a model of that 
at the recent Melbourne Model Engineering Exhibition. 
   To ªThe Journalº of the Melbourne SMEE and its The Three Green Arrows, How to Go About 
Bending Wood, Memories of the Exhibition, A Jig for Punching Small Holes in Sheet Metal and, 
last but not least, Serendipity and Models. 
   In ªThe Galston Valley Newsº is a long and interesting article on Repairs by Welding to Steam 
Locomotive 1022 with photos and diagrams of the work done. 
   The newsletter from the Sydney Live Steam Locomotive Society contains a Weekend in Mel-
bourne, plus From South to Sud which tells of the writer’s travels and various railway visits in the 
south of England and France. 
   In the usual large ªDiamond Railsº from DVR there is One Hundred Years of 7¼” Miniature 
Railways, the 200th Anniversary of Isambard Kingdom Brunel (who on earth was he? – Ed), photos 
galore and other items of interest. 
   Photos and club news are the topics of newsletters from the Canberra SMEE, Lake Macquarie 
Live Steam Loco Soc and the Wabash, Frisco & Pacific RR. 
   That’s all, folks and A2s forever,                                                                            Keith Hartley. 

For Sale 
             Hercus model A 9 inch lathe, needs a tidy up.                                                  $625.00 
             Electric Diesel shunter, 24V, 5º gauge.                                                            $800.00 
             Cab and bonnet for Electric Diesel, part made.                                                $  50.00 
             Wheelchair motor & controller for Electric Diesel .                                         $  80.00 
 

Contact Harold on 03 9795 9030 
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Litt le Swindon 
   In an effort to develop the steam locomotive on a more scientific basis the works often employed 
a ªroll ing roadº type of test cell where a locomotive could be put under load and at high speed 
without going out onto the line. Such testing facil ities were built at Swindon for the GWR and at 
Derby for the LMS. There were probably others, but I'm not aware of them.  
  Some kind person had brought down to the club a bag of double-flanged nylon wheels about two 
inches diameter each containing a sealed ballrace, probably the ubiquitous 6202s.  They seemed to 
be crying out to be used for a 5ºG ªroll ing roadº so I selected myself eight of the ones that were 
not apparently seized up.  I used eight as I have an eight-coupled tank loco. I do not know their 
original use, perhaps the donor may enlighten us. 
  One of the requisite features of units like this is adaptability for the varying wheelbase to suit a 
number of locos and the easier the adjustment, the better. I have seen similar units with a series of 
holes, even one with half-round depressions set along the side frames. I thought that the most 
adaptable would be horizontal slots, long ones.  I did not fancy drill ing a tedious series of holes and 
then filing, or mil ling, them into slots. Why not fabricate the slots? And that is how Little Swindon 
came about. 
  The side rails consist of some 1¼ x 1¼ x 1/8º sharp MS angle (ex bedstead?) with a length of ½ x 
1/8º flat MS held ¼º apart with some vertical strips. The side rails wer e then held at the correct 
distance from each other to suit a 5ºG loco when suitable conversion bushes had been turned up to 
mount the ball races on ¼º BSW bol ts, nuts and spacing washers. The whole framework is rivetted 
up with 3/32º iron rivets as I did not want any distortion caused by welding.  A braced, vertical end 
piece has a hole at coupling height for restraining the chassis in position. Any load is taken by the 
angle, the horizontal strip is only a locating retainer for the idler bolts. I turned off one of the 
flanges from each roller, leaving the one nearer the side rail .  
   I know this is not a true test bed, as it has no means to load a loco up and/or couple it to a dyna-
mometer, but it serves the purpose I intended. That is, to run a chassis or loco under air or steam on 
the bench without having to resort to packing the axleboxes up to their proper running positions. It 
is quite light and can just be hung up on a nail in the wall between uses. 
  I trust the photos are self explanatory.                                                                   Dave Smith. 
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Recommendations for the owner of antiquar ian watches 
   Certainly, ancient watches demand care. Any repair leaves not cheaply, as it is connected not 
with replacement of standard details (as in modern watches), and with manual manufacturing iden-
tical or adjustment of a similar detail.  Antiquarian watches do not need to be beaten and dropped, 
repair manages expensively. 
    Up to the middle of 20 centuries manufacturers did not make protection against a moisture in  
watches, therefore any old watches are afraid some water and a moisture. 
    If all the same watch have become wet - urgently to open all covers, to dry a hot hair drier and to 
the master on preventive maintenance, a rust - the terrible enemy of the mechanism. 
    It is not necessary to twist a clockwork spring up to the end, old metal can burst. 
    It is not supposed adjusts the hands in watches counter-clockwise. 
    For adjusts the hands it is necessary mainly clockwise but even if counter-clockwise - that 
accurately and not for big time. 
   Don't make sharp movements ± don't twist sharply arrow, don't swing a pendulum, etc.  
   Once in 2-3 years it is necessary to serve and grease watches. 
   If the movement dirty - do not force watch to go long since with a dust and the fallen asleep oil in 
stones axes will be scratched and grind off . 
   It is necessary to look after the case and glass a napkin that is not leaving fibres. 
   Strong magnetic fields can noticeably worsen stability of a course and accuracy of watches. 
   The majority of kinds of coverings of dials do not bear excited environments. 
   Do not expect from antique watches of high accuracy - the error of 5-7 minutes is already quite 
good result, until 5 minutes - ideal. 
 
   [The above instructions were found by Stephan Gaal during his searches for pearls of wisdom to 
assist in repairing his ever-growing collection of pocket watches. Talk about fractured English!  It 
reminds you of those manuals/instruction books issued with all Japanese sewing machines, televi-
sions and the like in the early 1950s.   I love the “ fallen asleep oil” bit … that boggles the mind .  
And what the devil are “ excited environments” ?  - (Bikini Atoll or Maralinga, perhaps? ) - Ed]  

From The Editor  
   Well , as I have indicated over the last year, this is my last Big Wheel News. I have enjoyed the 
task but enough is enough, it is time for a fresh hand on the keys with a new perspective.  
   I cannot go without sincerely thanking those members who have sent articles, photographs, clip-
pings and other items of interest for the past editions. I could not attempt to name them all i ndi-
vidually. Some, unfortunately, are no longer with us;  but their writings and inspiration live on in 
the copies of BWN in our library. 
  I will particularly thank, though, two stalwarts — John Campbell for his consistant notes of ªPast 
Eventsº and Keith Hartley (A2s Forever) for his review of the newsletters received from sister so-
cieties in ªLines From Other Linesº. Not many may realise (perhaps he does not himself) that 
Keith has penned that series for twenty-five years!  
  Now that the pressure will be off I  hope to still contribute the odd hint or article now and then. 
  Please give your support to the incoming Editor, whoever he may be, the newsletter will only ever 
be as good as its contributors. He is there to EDIT, not write the whole darn thing! And please send 
your bits of wisdom in on time. 
  Best regards to all,                                                                                           Dave Smith. 
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What’s New in Loco’s Workshop 
   From time to time it is useful to do something in the workshop that is not railway related. This al-
lows you to accumulate ªbrownie pointsº that may then be used next time you want to buy that 
new power tool, or whatever. Bearing this in mind, and also considering the current water restric-
tions, I started to think about ways to employ Grey Water in the garden.  
   The traditional method is to get one of those black rubber funnel things that divert the water out 
of the drainpipe via the inspection hole. To the end of this you add a length of hose and lead the 
water to where you want it. Great idea, but there is one small problem. Water will not run uphill. 
So, if you have a sloping block or if your floor is close to the ground you have a problem.  
Thinking about this while walking my dog I passed a neighbour's house and noticed an old wash-
ing machine laying on top of the rubbish trailer in his front yard. Hanging from the innards by its 
electric wires was a nice little water pump. A quick word to the lady of the house and I had the 
pump in my hand. By the time I got back home the idea was formed.  
   The water from a shower comes out slowly so the pump cannot run all the time, else it will spend 
half its life pumping air. Also, I wanted the thing to be automatic. To overcome this I decided on a 
header tank and a switch operated by a float. The tank can then fill as slow as it wants but at a cer-
tain point the pump turns on and empties it. Once the water is gone the pump turns off and waits 
for the next cycle. I wanted to keep the whole contraption small and cheap so I decided on a win-
dow washer's bucket for the header tank. One of those plastic storage bins would also work. The 
base is a simple frame made from pine floorboards I had laying around. The pump was cleaned, 
tested and worked OK. A tiny leak at the gland but, since it was going to be outside anyway, I let 
that pass. The lid of the box is galvanized iron and the bucket is fastened to it. A flanged fitting was 
fastened to the bottom of the bucket and passes through the metal lid to carry the water to the 
pump. The pump outlet passes out the end of the box and I have attached a fitting the same as my 
garden tap. This lets me use the garden hose to get the water to where I want it. The float arm was 
made from scrap brass and passes through holes drilled in the sides of the bucket. No bearings were 
needed. The float is a plastic peanut butter jar.   
   The only tricky bit was the micro-switch I used to work the pump. At first, I let the float arm op-
erate a loose switch lever which then acted on the micro-switch. This worked but the switch was 
too sensitive; as soon as the water level fell just a bit the pump turned off again. I f ixed the problem 
by adding a strong spring to the pivot point of the switch lever. Now the lever has to be pushed 
down until the switch closes. As the water level goes down and the float starts to go the other way 
the switch lever stays in its position due to the spring tension until it  is pulled back the other way 
thus opening the switch. You can then play around with the amount of slack you allow in the holes 
to get the ªonº and ªoff º levels where you need them. 
   The gadget has been working for a couple of weeks now and is performing well . It would have 
been nice if the pump was a bit bigger.  I could then have put a sprinkler on the end of the hose but, 
since I got it for free, I cannot complain. You may also note in the pictures that I had to dig a shal-
low hole to get the top of the tank below the outlet of the shower drain.  This did not effect the op-
eration of the device in any way. The tank has a pipe to direct any overflow safely from the tank 
and  I also put a cover over it to keep the wildlife out. Total cost was about $20 for the bucket and a 
tube of silicon sealer. The rest came from the junk box.  
  No doubt there are many ways to do the electrics but as long as you are careful and do things in a 
safe manner I don't think it matters which. The photo was taken prior to encapsulating the termina-
tions.  How many ªbrownie pointsº did I earn?  Well , there are some things a gentleman just does 
not talk about. 
                                                                                                                                       Loco. 
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   The float operated pump unit for the Grey 
Watering of his garden, as built  by ªLocoº.  
 
  Another illustration of the old saying, ªA 
model engineer can make for five bob for 
what every one else pays a quid!º  
 
  Too bad if you do not like peanut butter. 
Though you can always find some kids to 
help out there. 
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   Joel Chacon's Edwin rather 
dwarfs the boxcar and caboose 
(to a different scale) on the G1 
track. Apart from the mishap 
with a valve spindle (see Past 
Events, page 10) the li ttle loco 
runs as well as it looks. And it 
looks great, Joel. 
                          Photo: D Smith. 

           Pictures from the past. 
  Many years ago, when your pre-
sent Editor was built like a rake in-
stead of a barrel, he went to a Con-
vention at SASMEE in Adelaide 
with his 0-4-0T loco Topsy 
(leading) and Cliff Kirby took his 
0-4-2T loco Noela. They ran them 
many circuits double-headed to the 
amusement of others. They just had 
to remember that the two regulators 
opened opposite ways! 
  Note the track construction. Cliff 's 
wife Noela (after whom his loco 
was named) provided some addi-
tional load. 
                              Photos: C Kirby 

  Noela Topsy 
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   D2, Dave Myers from Rydale 
MES in the UK, tries reverse run-
ning through the GLT station area 
on New Year's Day 2007 with  
D1's  GWR 4203. 
  Since taking retirement from 
work Dave has been training as a 
signalman on the North Yorkshire 
Moors Rly, so he gets to play with 
a big train set, too! 

  Some photos from Australia Day: 
Above— Les Whitfield with the At-
lantic after a rebuild. 
Above left — Alan Dawson brought 
his Bulldog chassis to compare notes 
with Cliff Kirby's Dukedog. Talk 
about squeezing a lot between 
frames! 
Left — Bill King has built a Diesel 
(to the John Campbell design) and 
has named it Harold Bone after 
member Harold who has built about 
a dozen of these in both 5 and 7� º 
gauges. 
                                Photos: J Ousey 
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 Past Events. 
Silver tops.  
   30th November. A top temperature of 36 was forecast but the morning was overcast and the tem-
perature stayed moderate.  
   There was a crowd around the Garden Gauge track where the Three Musketeers - Jack Harper, 
Eric Watts and Harry Ball had their three Green Arrows out for a run. I am told that Harry had the 
best run of the morning. Joel Chacon had his Edwin out but it failed, Joel thinks that the fierce li ttle 
poker burner may have melted his superheater. Watch this space. Does anybody know a source of 
small stainless steel tubing? Brian Ealey ran his Lady Anne with the usual success. A small gang of 
large gangers worked very hard to ballast another length of the track. On the ELT I ran Caledonia, 
Les Spilsbury Rob Roy and Trevor Morton his Maisie. Caledonia was showing oil again. I think 
that there had been a slight leak between the cross steam pipe and the right hand cylinder, allowing 
the oil to run out and lubricate the bogie bolster very thoroughly. With an effective superheater a 
small l eak would not be visible.  
   On the table Fino Faccenda steamed his miniature vertical-boilered oscillating engine. It ran 
beautifully at high speed for a long time on a filling, I don't think that I have ever seen as good an 
engine. Tom Fullager showed a twin cylinder vertical engine in brass which he is building. The 
original was an engine built in 1837 for use in a frigate of the British Navy, HMS Gorgon. The de-
sign was for a two-cylinder engine driving directly on to the overhead crankshaft that drove the 
paddle wheels. The design for this free-lance design has appeared in recent copies of The Model 
Engineer. Tom may be trying to emulate Bill Steward and, if so, he will certainly need a good sup-
ply of ªBrassoº. John Brown brought along a piece of clinker from the firebox of one of the locos 
run by Colin Campbell at Campbell town. The loco was burning char and, for some unknown rea-
son, the whole grate became covered by the large fused mass of clinker which had to be broken up 
to clear the grate. Clinker formation is rare with char, perhaps the large coal-digging machine got 
off direction into an odd patch of material. 
   7th December. It was a beautiful morning but the forecast for the next couple of days was for ex-
treme heat. With many bushfires already burning around Victoria the firefighters were having an 
anxious time. We welcomed a large party of small children and adults from the South Melbourne 
Mission Kindergarten. The drivers were Fino Faccenda, Tom Fullager and Les Whitfield with a 
good backing of members on the station duties. We also welcomed Frank Mackie down from Bris-
bane for a family wedding. Frank is enjoying his membership with the Qld SMEE club at Warner. 
He is still busy settling in and has not yet got his workshop in full production. When I arrived the 
G1 Toby of Brian Ealey was circulating and it ran all morning on the 7.2V set of rechargeable bat-
teries. The two traction motors came from a defunct VCR machine and drive both axles. We were 
also pleased to see Wal Ferres in good form. Joel Chacon had looked into his Edwin and found that 
the trouble was inside the steam chest where the valve rod was no longer driving the valve via the 
nut. Joel had originally screwcut the 10 BA thread on his lathe, he must have had a sharp tool and 
good eyesight. I was alone on the elevated track and enjoyed a long run with Caledonia. 
   14th December. The day had been declared a day of Total Fire Ban and so our visit from a kinder-
garten had been cancelled. The whole sky was covered by a layer of smoke and the smell from the 
bushfires was all-pervasive. It was a hot morning with 27 present enjoying their chat and morning 
tea. On show there were several items of interest. David Newman had a drawing of the VR B class 
diesel full-size for 5º gauge. Tom Fullager showed his Gorgon engine and John Burt showed his 
oscillating engine to the Bill Steward design. Trevor Morton showed parts for the frames of a 
NSWGR Z27 2-6-0 and John Gadsden the flanged plates for two Simplex boilers. Joel Chacon 
showed me a ªpokerº burner for his Edwin. The burner appeared to have been burning only over 
the front half of its length. What to do, is the question?  
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Later in the day four of us attended the memorial service for member Keith Foster. Keith 
was a quiet achiever and may not have been well known to all of our members. His work as a gate-
keeper and ticket collector on the front track is acknowledged with thanks by the ªtram gangº and 
his gentlemanly approach to the children and parents was appreciated by all . As is common, we 
were interested to learn of the many and varied achievements that Keith had made in his long life. 
VR fireman, expert on tympani, amateur wireless operator, crane inspector and examiner and, not 
least, his regular segment on community radio covered just some of his interests. If you go back 
through your issues of Big Wheel News you will find many of his contributions of his days on the 
footplate for your enjoyment and edification. Well done, Keith, and thank you. 
   21st December. It was very hot with a thick cover of smoke and a Total Fire Ban once more. We 
welcomed Dave Myers on his trip from England where he is an active member of the club at 
Rydale. There was, of course, no steaming but there was plenty of talk around the table. Trevor 
Morton showed the buffer beam for his 27 class next to a picture showing that it was to scale with 
all the rivets in their correct places. John Gadsden showed two sets of plates for Simplex boilers, 
very nice and shiny and beautifully flanged. Graeme Plaskett showed progress with the G1 Speedy 
that he is bringing back to life. I was said to be suffering steam withdrawal symptoms but it was 
nothing that a couple of pieces of crumpet couldn't cure ± at least temporarily. 
   28th December. It was cool and cloudy, we had been pleasantly surprised over the Christmas pe-
riod with good rain over much of Victoria including the bushfire areas and even snow on parts of 
the high country. The small settlement on Mount Baw Baw was very relieved after imminent bush-
fire threats. There were a good number present and Trevor, Les Spilsbury and I enjoyed running on 
the 3½º rails. Tom Fullager showed a book of designs for work on the scrollsaw, the modern elec-
trically powered replacement of the hand fretsaw. A lot of time and patience is still required for this 
work and Tom appears to have plenty of both. 
   4th January. 25 were there on a hot bright morning with the smell of smoke in the air. Peter Zerbe 
has made a start into steam modelling by building the chassis for a tender for a Metre Maid. This is 
a good way to learn some skills on a project and perhaps less demanding than the actual locomo-
tive. Good work, Peter. Les Whitfield has found a new project, a beam engine constructed of wood. 
The flywheel is nicely buil t. I think that the cylinder has a brass tube liner, we will see the detail 
later as it progresses. Les Spilsbury was the only driver with his Rob Roy while Graeme Plaskett 
ran his G1 Speedy. 
   11th January. 29 were there, but I haven't got any further notes. 
   18th January. It was warm and cloudy with spots of rain, just about enough to make the wind-
screen of the car dirty. 38 were there and we welcomed Hugh and Janet Elsol from Brisbane, taking 
time off f rom watching the tennis. I learnt something new, Hugh is the grandson of Fred Pascoe 
who is remembered for many things, including Wally and The Major - two one inch scale Atlantics 
on 3½º track which Fred and Les Richards used to drive in tandem. Fred also built the General, a 
large loco to South African 15F outline running on 6� º track. Perhaps his best -remembered loco-
motive was the 5º gauge Mallett that ran on our track for many years before moving to South Aus-
tralia. Fred loved doing things in a big way and the fire door of the Mallett was large enough to ac-
cept whole briquettes! 
   Ron Baneth ran his red Diesel and several visitors, including some young ladies, enjoyed the un-
restricted use of the elevated track. Les Whitfield showed progress with the beam engine and Dave 
Smith showed good use of some of the bearings that had recently appeared on the Free-To-A-
Good-Home shelf in making a roll ing-road test bed for his locos. Brian Eley ran his Lady Anne and 
the track gang ballasted another length of the GG track 
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   Club runs. 
   16th December. This was a quiet afternoon with Ron O'Shannessy and Richard Sbrana getting on 
with the cooking of the meats for the club dinner. Others were busy setting up the tables and chairs. 
It was sunny with a cool breeze. Alan Collier ran his electric Diesel built by Harold Bone with a 
driving carriage built by the late Charlie Grigg. 
   20th January. 26 were there but I have no notes. I think that the heat was enough to slow down ac-
tivities, leaving us free to chat. 
   Fr iday Gatherings. 
   15th December. (The notes are from Les Whitfield). One minute's silence was shared in respect to 
Keith Foster. Fino Faccenda showed the side tanks for his Metre Maid. Chris Murray showed 
ground steel for the valve gear for his new VR loco. John Burt showed his oscillating engine to the 
Bill Steward design. Les Whitfield showed his wooden beam engine to the design of Elmer Ver-
berg in the ªLive Steamº magazine of several years ago. Mark Watkins showed a DVD of the tra c-
tion engines at the recent rally at Horsham. 
   19th January. 21 members were there to keep up to date on the club's affairs. The speaker for the 
night was Kimball Munger, the ªMeccano Manº, and he showed a model, in Meccano of course, of 
the Lartigue Monorail . This is perhaps best known for its use on the Listowel and Ballybunion 
Railway in Ireland. The system was also used on construction sites where the relatively light modu-
lar track construction could be easily moved around. The monorail system suffers from the same 
problems as our elevated track such as the complication of diverging tracks and the need to cross 
balance the loaded train. The Listowel and Ballybunion loco had two boilers to keep it in balance.  
   Public Days.  
   3rd December. It was a very pleasant afternoon and there were 46 names in the attendance book. 
Bettie and I were at an engagement party for a step grand-daughter ± there is a bounty of parties in 
the pre-Christmas period. 
   7th January. With the close proximity of New Year and staff shortages due to people away on 
holiday, as usual, there was no Public Run this month. 
   Special Events.  
   16th December. Christmas Dinner. There was a good turn out of members for this occasion, 
though perhaps fewer than we had seen on previous times. There was plenty of talk before the din-
ner and lots of good fellowship around the dinner tables. Our organizers and chefs must be con-
gratulated on the excellent arrangements and food and we record our thanks to them all . The Presi-
dent's awards were given out but I have not recorded the details.  
   1st January. New Year's Day. John Ousey, Bill George, David Newman, Dave Smith, Stephan 
Gaal and Dave Myers got together. AJO ran his GWR 45XX Prairie and Dave Smith (D1) his 42XX 
2-8-0 on the GLT and Stephan ran Medusa, the narrow gauge contractor's loco on the ELT. Dave 
Myers (D2) had a number of circuits with both the 42XX and Medusa.                  John Campbell . 
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Still Wanted! 
 

Applications for the position of Editor for your “ Big Wheel News” . 
   Intending applicants should possess a computer with email , desktop publishing and an image 
manipulation programmes.  
   The current editor has held the position for over nine years (since April 1997) which, he under-
stands, is nearly twice the historical life-expectancy of a BWN editor. He will definitely be hang-
ing up the editorial hat at the AGM in February. It is time for a new hand at the keyboard. 
                                                         This is his FINAL issue. 
   Those persons interested in the position should contact the Committee at the earliest; so that 
hand-over training assistance may be provided. 
                                                                                                                                     Dave Smith. 
 

 

 
The remainder of  page was reserved for YOUR ar ticle but, 

sadly, we could no longer wait. 

   In his own words 
 

   The final verse from a poem/song  entitled ªThe Engines Sleepº ….by Keith Foster (2005)  
 

                                           When my li fe's span has ended 
                                         And I hope that none wil l weep 
                                           Cremation please, not six feet under. 
                                         Perhaps my ashes you will sweep 
                                           Into the fire of a speeding engine, 
                                         For its blast to scatter, is my intention. 
                                           Eternal vigil I pray my soul will keep 
                                         In some ghostly shed where the engines sleep.                                        
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LADIES ROSTER 
     Dear Ladies - Should the date allocated to you not be suitable please arrange to to swap 

 with someone who is on duty for the month following, or contact the Roster Clerk 
 (Fino Faccenda) as soon as possible. 

 
          2007 

           Jan   7th                            ÐÐÐ    No Public Run  ————– 
           Feb  4th                            B Campbell                      K Ward                   
           Mar 4th                            C Clark                            J Rofe 
           Apr  1st                            M Shanks                         B Smith 
           May 6th                            K Curtis                           C O'Shannessy  
           Jun   3rd                           Volunteer required        A Ball                                                    
           Jul    1st                            A Batiste                          Z Fedley 
           Aug  5th                           C Forbes                          Volunteer required 
           Sep  2nd                           V Collier                          G Kuhn 
           Oct  7th                            H Stephen                        L Haycroft 
           Nov 4th                            Volunteer required        J Plaskett 
           Dec 3rd                            B Hartley                         B Johnson 

  We are gett ing down on numbers for this impor tant aspect of our Public days. 
Would all members enquire of their par tners if they might please assist. I t is only for ONE 
AFTERNOON  per year if we can fil l all the places.  
     Contact Fino if you can help. 

Lamb's fry, Bacon and Onions 

Ingredients: 
  1 fresh lamb's fry,  4 rashers bacon, 2 medium to large onions, � cup tomato sauce, 1 tblspn 
Worcestershire sauce, ground black pepper to taste. 
  3 tblspns plain flour, 1 tspn cornflour. 
Method: 
  Soak the lamb's fry in cold water for about � hour, drain, then remove the skin and any white ma-
jor blood passages. Slice the meat into � º sli ces and drain on a paper towel. Slice the bacon into 
strips about � º wide and dice the onion.  Preheat a large pan, saute the bacon strips and the onion, 
then reserve them on a plate. Toss the lamb's fry pieces in plain flour in a plastic bag to get them 
evenly coated, then seal them off in the pan on both sides. Don't overcook them at this point! 
  Return the onion and bacon to the pan, stir the mix and add boiling water to just cover the ingredi-
ents. Add the tomato sauce, about a tablespoon of Worcestershire sauce and the pepper. Turn down 
the heat and simmer gently for 45 minutes, initially with lid on, then lid off to reduce the liquid. Stir 
all occasionally to prevent catching the bottom. Add cornflour mixed with a dash of cold water, if 
required to thicken the sauce. 
   Serve with your choice of vegetables. I recommend mashed potatoes, mushy peas and carrots. 
           (As enjoyed by AJO)                                                                                           Dave Smith. 
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Coming Events 
 

                      
           Feb          4th          Public Run 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm 
                           5th          Committee Meeting 7.30 pm 
                          16th         Annual General Meeting & Gathering 
                          17th         Club run 
                     23 - 25th      Bir thday Run, Edgewor th NSW ***  
 
 
           Mar        3/4th        Locomotion 2007, Palmerston North NZ ***  
                             4th        Public Run 1.30 pm - 4.30 pm  
                             5th        Committee Meeting 7.30 pm 
                           10th        Annual Bir thday Run, TL S, Bulla Vic ***  
                       17/18th       Railex, Evandale Tasmania ***  
                            16th       Gathering 
                            17th       Club run 
                     23 - 25th      Bir thday Run, Edgewor th NSW ***  
                     31/1st Apr   Anniversary Run, Penwood RR, Jaspers Brush, NSW ***  
 
            
 
           Apr     5 - 9th        AALS Convention, Edinburgh (Penfield) SA ***  
                                
* **  See the Noticeboard, the Secretary and/or ªAustralian Model Engineeringº for furthe r details. 
 
 

 Standing Invitations 
Every Thursday - Silvertops Day at SLSV, 9.00am till whenever. 

Last Sunday most months - Official Working Bee and BBQ lunch at SLSV. 
  But, do not forget the unofficial working bees which are held every Sunday morning (other than 
Public Days and the "Off icial" Working Bees).  You may not get a free lunch at these but some 
essential work does get done and they are quite sociable occasions! 
 
  Please Note:  We believe in shar ing the joys and knowledge of this great Hobby so, unless 
otherwise stated, the ar ticles contained within this journal are NOT copyr ight protected and 
may be reproduced.  
                      Due acknowledgement to Big Wheel News will, however, be appreciated. 
 

   Please Note: Committee Meetings are now held on the Monday immediately following 
the Public Run. 


